Life and Letters

he adds, " at present, what hath caused such
Feuds in the learned World, Whether this
Piece was originally written by Shakespear,
tho3 certainly That, were it true, must add a
considerable Share to its Merit; especially,
with such who are so generous as to buy and
commend what they never read, from an im-
plicit Faith in the Author only : A Faith !
which our Age abounds in as much, as it can
be called deficient in any other." There follow
the dramatis ptrsonae. Amongst them are
King Arthur, "A passionate sort of King,
Husband to Queen Dollalolla, of whom he
stands a little in Fear " ; Tom Thumb the
Great; Merlin ; Noodle, and Doodle, " Cour-
tiers in Place, and consequently of that party
that is uppermost " ; Parson, " of the side of
the Church"; Glumdalca, Queen of the
Giants, who is in love with Tom Thumb ; and
these two :

"Queen Dollalolla, Wife to King Arthur,
and Mother to Huncamunca, a Woman entirely
faultless, saving that she is a little given to
Drink; a little too much a Virago towards
her Husband, and in Love with Tom Thumb.

" The Princess Huncamunca, Daughter to
their Majesties King Arthur and Queen Dolla-
lolla, of^ a very sweet, gentle, and amorous
Disposition, equally in love with Lord Grizzle
and Tom Thumb, and desirous to be married
to both."
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